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NELC 358 

Sufism 
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Credit:  

Course description: Examination of the distinctively Islamic mystical and spiritual 
features of Sufism and the relevance of its historical and cultural context. 

Goals: 
Students evaluate significant writing and works of art. Such studies develop capacities for 
aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical 
listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on 
that experience. 

Expected Leaming Outcomes: 

1. Students develop abilities to be informed observers of, or active participants in, the
visual, spatial, performing, spoken, or literary arts.

2. Students describe and interpret creative work, and/or movements in the arts and
literature.

3. Students explain how works of art and writings explore the human condition.

(3) Cultures and Ideas Expected Learning Outcomes:
1. Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human

thought and expression.
2. Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human

beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.

Expected Learning Outcomes for NELC 3508: 
Students who complete this course will come to understand Sufism as a major, and a 
distinctively Islamic, mystical tradition within Islam, thereby developing abilities to 
analyze, appreciate, and interpret a major form of human thought and expression. By 
reading interpretative scholarly works with texts written by Sufi authors, this course 
seeks to portray a religion-specific study of Sufism, enabling students to understand how 
ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms 
which guide human behavior. 
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