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HEBREW 372 HONORS: MODERN HEBREW LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION 

Spring 2001 

Instructor: 

Office: 
Phone: 
E-mail:

OBJECTIVES: 

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the richly variegated body of 
modem Hebrew literature, while challenging them to read and write analytically. We 
will survey the major developments in this literature, from its origins in nineteenth­
century Eastern Europe to its flowering in present-day Israel. Addressing questions of 
esthetics and literary context, we will highlight such major themes as the rise of Zionism; 
the negation of the Diaspora; the pioneer experience; the Arab-Israeli conflict; responses 
to the Holocaust; the relationship of the individual to the collectivity; optimism and 
disillusionment. Readings will consist of novels, short stories and poems in English 
translation. Literary critical evaluations will be assigned in connection with oral 
presentations and term papers. 

REQUIREMENTS, WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS: 

At least half of each class session will be devoted to discussion of the assigned texts. 
Students are expected to attend all class sessions and to be prepared to discuss the 
readings assigned for each session. Students are responsible for all of the material in the 
assigned readings and the class discussions, even if they are absent. 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS: 

Each student will be required to deliver an oral presentation on a text or texts to be 
chosen in consultation with the instructor. As part of the presentation, students will be 
asked to prepare and distribute an outline and bibliography to the other class members. 
The dates of the oral presentations will be determined in consultation with the instructor. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: 

Early in the course, students will be required to write a 5-7 page paper on a topic chosen 
in consultation with the instructor. In addition, each student will write a 10-15 page term 
paper based on the research done for his or her oral presentation. Term papers will be 
devoted to comparative literary analyses of texts chosen in consultation with the 
instructor. 

MIDTERM EXAMINATION: 
There will be an in-class midterm exam. 

FINAL EXAMINATION: 

The in-class final will examine all of the material covered in the course. It will consist of 
short-answer and essay questions. The dates of these examinations cannot be changed. 
No make-up exams will be scheduled. 








