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Hebrew 379
THE WORLD OF THE RABBIS
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Judaism today has its roots in a remarkable movement of intellectuals who remade an
entire people's culture in a few short centuries. These people were known as Rabbis, or
Teachers, and are responsible for some of the classics of Judaism, such as the intricate dialectic
of the Talmud, the fanciful and insightful biblical interpretations of the Midrash, and the poetry
of the Jewish prayerbook. In this course we will get to know this movement its history, its
literature, and its religious values. In doing so we will explore questions important to the study
of religions, such as how a religious people responds to catastrophe, the relationship of law and
spirituality, and the nature of holiness in ancient societies.
I.

Goals of the Course

By the end of this course you should:
A. Have an understanding of the history and nature of Judaism in its classical, ancient form;
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B. Learn about central themes in classical Judaism such as creation, revelation and
redemption, Torah, and ritual and how they are expressed in Rabbinic literature;
C. Have read a wide variety of Rabbinic texts in translation and learned how to negotiate
their unique forms of logic;
D. And you will learn how to express your understanding through well-argued essays and
analyses.
II.

Texts

All textbooks (except for translations of the Hebrew Bible, which are available in the reference
section of the Main Library) are available at Student Book Exchange (SBX) and are also on
reserve. Because most of our classes will include in-class readings of Jewish mystical texts in
translation, it is essential that you bring the reading to the class session for which it is assigned.
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A. Required texts:
Required texts (except Bible translations) are available at the Student Book Exchange
(SBX) on High St. and are on reserve at the Main Library. Bible translations are available at
many bookstores (including Fortress Press and Cokesbury Bookstore), in the reference section of
the Main and Undergraduate Libraries, and in the Middle Eastern and Jewish Studies Reading
Room on the third floor of the Main Library.
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