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DESCRIPTION 

Class location: 
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Course number: 
Credit: 

An examination of Arabic-Islamic tenninology. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
After centuries of studies of various aspects of the Islamic world, the original meaning of 
major Islamic concepts seems to be hopelessly lost in translation. If this observation 
seems to be invalid for a small number of scholars, it is more than valid for those 
"public" experts as well as for the mass of recipients of knowledge regarding Islam. 
Islam continues to be widely considered as exotic, strange and incomprehensible, mainly 
because its ideal structure was established in a totally different cultural context. This 
impression persists under circumstances of heightened interest in this religion and its 
world. 

Major Islamic concepts were originally formulated in Arabic terms. They came into 
being not out of nothing, but were developed in an Arabic cultural context. They were 
subsequently adopted by the various languages of Muslim society. Their original 
meanings in Arabic and the way they were used in medieval Arabic writings should be 
studied so that they can be understood adequately. The goal of this course is to study a 
number of Islamic key concepts in Arabic and the clusters of terms related to them in 
order to uncover important connotations which are connected to their original meaning. 
The terms will be taken first as lexemes. Then the development of their meanings, as they 
occur in the Qur'an and early theological, juridical and philosophical writings as well as 
in Arabic literature, will be examined in order to uncover their original semantic fields 
and to what extent they changed. 

EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, students will be able to understand the original meanings of 
important Islamic concepts and how they developed. 

PREREQUISITES 
Arabic 401 or permission of instructor. 














