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The Lore and Lure of the Contemporary Arab 
World: Folk and Popular Culture Yesterday 

And Today Instructor: 
COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN THE HUMANITIES d�

Meeting Time/Location: 
This Non-Western or Global Cultures and Ideas GEC course, offered for the first time in Winter 2004 will introduce students to a wealth of Arabic folklore, including thelore of Muslim, Christian, and Jewish Arabs as well as Berbers, Kurds and other Arab world communities. Folklore is defined here as traditional expressive culture: verbal art(e.g., myths, legends, folktales, riddles,jokes); material culture (e.g., the construction ofshrines, homes, boats as well as production of pottery, jewelry, embroidery, carpets);visual presentation of self ( e.g., applications of henna, tattoos, dress, hairstyles); folk religion, rituals, and festivals; and folk music (e.g., lullabies). Emphasis will be not onfinished products but on cultural process. 
We will look at what Arab world "Folk," from different regions, religions, and languageand ethnic traditions have in common in regard to ethos, world view, practical and aesthetic needs and how they differ, as well as at national and international appropriationsof local lore. 

Requirements: Research bibliography for your final paper topic-3 pages or more (20%), Class presentation of your folklore term (10%), Midterm (30%), Final Paper-7pages (40%)
Please always bring your course packet and 1001 Nights to class.
Week I : Getting Started & a Classic
Tuesday, January 6 Introductions and First 16 pages of 1001 Nights (Arabian Nights). Bring your book wewill read together and discuss in class.
Thursday, January 8 Reading Due: 1001 Nights pp. 33-150 "The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad"Film: Son of the Sheikh

Week II: Folklore Verbal Art Genres: An Overview 

Tuesday, January 13 Reading Due: Finish "The Porter and the Three Ladies." We will go over this in class.Be sure to have three or four comments or insights to share with the class.










