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Course Syllabus· 
Class Time: 
Instructor: 
Departmen;: Office: 
Office Houts: 
Phone: 
E-mail:

Course Des,:ription: 

p. 1

Students discuss, analyze, and write about issues in Arab-American culture, society, and 
literature within the context of social diversity in the United States. 

Required Texts: 
Grammar Smart: A Guide to Perfect Usage. Villard Books, 1994 (SBX) 
Shakir, Evely.J.. Bint Arab. Praeger, 1997. (SBX) 
Course Packet: Supplementary [Reading Materials], PARTS I, II, & III (Cop-ez/ Neil) 

Evaluation: 
Attendance&: Class Participation (-.25 points for each absence) 
Writing Assignments (essays) #1-4 (10) 
Grammar Qu:.zzes (no make-ups) #1-3 (5) 
Quiz on PART I: Who is an Arab? {Objective questions) 
Oral Report 
Vocabulary C_µizzes (no make-ups) 
Final Writing Assignment_{essay) 

Objectives: 

#1-2 (5) 
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The first aim is to introduce students to the history and structure of the Arab-American 
community i:l the United States, providing a diachronic and synchronic cross-cultural 
approach to the development of American society. Reading materials derived largely from 
critical, anthropological, sociological, and literary texts will be discussed from the 
perspective cf important social issues such as gender, class, race, marginality, identity, 
ethnicity, discrimination, assimilation, representation, alienation, and otherness. 
Through clos � reading, discussion, and writing assignments, students will think critically 
about social issues in the United States from the perspective provided by the Arab­
American response to the American vision and experience. 

An overall objective of the course, therefore, is to encourage students to reflect on the 
social diversity of experience, to think beyond the language and codes of their own 
culture, and to appreciate and articulate, using newly acquired writing skills, other points 
of world-view. 

Expectation:;: 
(1) Students are expected to develop basic skills in expository writing and in oral

expression;












